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A note from the principal:

Dear Families,

Thank you to all families who were able to attend parent teacher conferences. We had a good turnout.   This commitment to your child’s education is very important.  Teachers will continue to meet with families as needed or are willing to have phone conferences. 
In October we celebrated Fire Safety and Prevention Week. Our local fire stations helped with activities for students. One thing we noticed is that MANY students do not know their addresses, even junior high students. Please talk to your child about the importance of knowing your address. This is especially important when many of us no longer use a landline.
Our students have been collecting food for area food banks. This has been a very meaningful project for many groups. Seventh graders, student council members and athletes have incorporated food drives into events. I am proud of their efforts. 
I am enjoying getting to know students and their families. 





Sincerely,





Lori Bilbrey 

Veterans Day

We are very proud of our upcoming Veterans Day activities on November 10. Our activities are student driven and students will partake in many ways: Elementary students and junior high choir will be singing, students will be greeting and serving Veterans who attend, speeches have been written and will be read, art students have been busy decorating the building and preparing advertisements hanging around the community, and some Veterans have been interviewed by junior high students.  This event is something that we can all be proud of. 

Area Veterans are invited to call the office to reserve a spot for breakfast at 8:15 and should plan to attend the program that follows.  

If you have photos of Veterans who you would like to appear in our slide show, please email to      Mrs. Bilbrey by Friday, November 4.  Make sure to include vital information: Name, branch of service, years served, and rank. We will do everything we can to get slides into the show. 

Connect Ed
As winter weather approaches, please be sure to have a family plan ready if we should have early dismissal or a school cancellation. Letting your child know in advance can alleviate much anxiety when these weather conditions occur.
 If you have a new phone number, please update this information in the office for Connect Ed phone contact system.
PTO Fundraiser

PTO will have their annual fundraiser kick-off at school on Tuesday, November 1. The fundraiser “Paws Full of Cash” is a raffle for cash prizes, just in time for the holidays!  Ticket sales will end on December 5 and the drawing will be held at the holiday concert December 8. Families are asked to sell tickets to raise money for PTO. Consider selling tickets to all of your family members and friends, think of those who may not live in the area, but may be willing to support your child’s education. PTO sponsors many school projects and field trips. This fundraiser will help support a new sound-system for musicals, graduation, and school assemblies. It will also help us get started on a Reading Room which will bring more reading materials into our school.  

PTO Meeting

Please join us for our next PTO meeting on Monday, November 14 at 6 PM in the school library.  We will be looking for volunteers to assist with the Santa Store that will operate at school during December. 

Bulldog Athletics
Congratulations to the 5/6 Bulldog girls’ basketball team. They are finishing up a great season as is the 7/8 girls’ team.  7/8 boys’ basketball has just begun. Cheer on our teams! A reminder for students: If you attend a ball game, you are expected to attend the game. You will not be allowed to go outside during the ball game. If you do, you may be asked to pay admission again. 
After School Partners

Our After School Program has many community partners. One partnership we are working to develop is with the Carl Sandburg College Adult Education and Literacy programs. They offer programming for adults and families. The programs can meet the needs of many. If you are having difficulty finding employment they may be able to help work on skills from which you may benefit. Please share this information with anyone who would find it useful. 

Below is a message from director Tracy Weiss:

Would you like to earn your GED or improve your employment skills, computer skills, or reading, writing, or math skills? A representative for the Carl Sandburg College Adult Education and Literacy programs will be here (at Dallas City Elementary School)  in the lobby at 4:30 on Tues. Nov.1st, Mon. Nov. 7th, and Tues. Nov. 8th to provide information about their GED classes, tutoring service, ESL classes, and Family Literacy program. You can also contact us at the CSC Adult Education and Literacy office at 217.357.3129 ext. 7246.

Greenhouse
The greenhouse project continues to take shape. If you are around the school and see others working, please feel free to stop and lend a hand. 

New Common Core Standards

The Illinois State Board of Education has adopted new Math and English Language Arts standards for K‐12 education known as the New Illinois State Learning Standards Incorporating the Common Core. The goal is to better prepare Illinois students for success in college and the workforce in a competitive global economy.

Why new standards?

· Our expectations for what students must know and be able to demonstrate were different in 1997 when Illinois adopted the current standards. 

· The new standards aim to provide clear, consistent academic benchmarks with “fewer, clearer and higher” academic standards for essential learning and skills. The standards were developed while considering the standards of top performing countries and the strengths of current state standards. 

· The 2010 state standards provide benchmarks for academic progress (skills and knowledge) that students should have at the conclusion of each grade level. This will allow teachers to establish the best approach to help their students meet those standards. 

· Students and parents will clearly understand the knowledge students are expected to attain each year.

More about the Common Core Standards can be found at the Illinois State Board of Education’s website: http://isbe.net.
November 
Oct. 31 Spring ISAT scores available at iirc.niu.edu

Oct. 31-Nov. 1   Stanford Make-ups

Nov. 1    PTO fund raiser kick-off (Nov. 1-Dec. 5)

Nov. 1    Flag etiquette for junior high students
Nov. 5
  State Speech Tournament at Dallas City

Nov. 10   Veterans’ Day celebration/Wear red,                                      white or blue

Nov. 11   No School/Veterans’ Day

Nov. 14   Cyber-bullying presentation/Jr. High

Nov. 17   Midterm 

Nov. 17   ASP family night

Nov. 18   No ASP due to staff meeting

Nov. 22   Board of Education meeting 7 PM 

(Note: This is a change of date)
Nov. 23-25 No School/Thanksgiving Break
